Amendments to the Claims 
Please amend claims 1-8, 11-18, 21-40, 43, and 45-52, and please add new 
claims 53-55, in accordance with the list of claims that begins on the following page, 
and which replaces all prior versions of the claims in the application. 
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List of Claims 



1 . (currently amended) A computer based method of eliminating redundant rules 
from a data administration system comprising the steps of: 

[[a)]] receiving a new rule having a timestamp parameter ; 

comparing the timestamp parameter of the new rule with a timestamo parameter 
of an existing rule; 

determining if the timestamp parameter of the new rule is later than the 
timestamp parameter of the existing rule; 

and if not so, 

terminating comparing the new rule to the existing rule; 

and if so, 

[[b)]] comparing at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
with a corresponding parameter of aft the existing rule in said data 
administration system; and 

[[c)]] eliminating the existing rule when jf the new rule 
encompasses the existing rule. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein tho new ru l e includes at 
l oast on e param e t e r and th e st e p of comparing i nc l ud e s compar i ng th e at l e ast on e 
param e t e r of tho now ru l o w i th tho correspond i ng paramotor of the e x i st i ng ru l o the new 
rule encompasses the existing rule if the at least one additional parameter of the new 
rule encompasses the corresponding parameter of the existing rule . 
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3. (currently amended) The method of claim 2 1, wherein the new rule 
encompasses the existing rule when the at least one additional parameter of the new 
rule matches the corresponding parameter of the existing rule. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 2 1, wherein the new rule 
encompasses the existing rule when the at least one additional parameter of the new 
rule defines a class of parameters that includes the corresponding parameter of the 
existing rule. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 2 1, wherein said at least one 
additional parameter includes one of a tim e stamp, node name, domain name, receiver 
name, event name, or event type. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein tho ex i st i ng ru l o inc l udes a 
plural i ty of paramotors and tho stop of comparing inc l udes compar i ng oach of th e 
p l ura li ty of parameters w i th tho correspond i ng paramet e r of th e e xist i ng ru l o the method 
further comprises logging an event indicating a database inconstancy if the timestamp 
parameter of the new rule is not later than the timestamp parameter of the existing rule . 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one additional 
parameter of the new rule includes each additional parameter of the new rule, and 
wherein the method further comprises: 
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th e st e p of comparing i nc l udes th e st e ps of: 

a) dotorm i ning whothor tho ex i st i ng ru l o has procodonco ovor tho n e w rulo; and 

b) comparing tho existing rulo with tho now rulo if th e e xisting rulo has 
procodonco ovor tho now rule- 
comparing the timestamp parameter of the new rule with a timestamp parameter 

of an additional existing rule; 

determining if the timestamp parameter of the new rule is later than the 
timestamp parameter of the additional existing rule; 
and if not so, 

terminating comparing the new rule to the additional existing 

rule; 
and if so, 

comparing each additional parameter of the new rule with a 
corresponding parameter of the additional existing rule in said data 
administration system; and 

eliminating the additional existing rule if each additional 
parameter of the new rule encompasses a corresponding 
parameter of the additional existing rule. 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein tho stop of d o torm i n i ng tho 
procod e nce inc l udes d e t e rmin i ng whothor tho existing rulo procodos tho now rulo i n 
timer the method further comprises including a unigue key with each timestamp 
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parameter so the system can distinguish between entries that occur at substantially the 
same time. 

9. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of eliminating the existing rule 
includes the step of removing the existing rule from the data administration system. 

1 0. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of eliminating the existing rule 
includes the step of flagging said rule so that it is ignored by the data administration 
system. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of eliminating the 
existing rule includes the step of moving said rule to anothor a table so that it said rule is 
ignored by the data administration system. 

t 

12. (currently amended) In a computing system, [[A]] a method of eliminating a 
redundant rule from a data administration system comprising the steps of: 

[[a)]] receiving a new rule having a plurality of parameters including at loast ono 
a parameter that indicates whether the new rule was added by an administrator ; 

reading and storing the plurality of parameters of the new rule; 

comparing the parameter that indicates whether the new rule was added by the 
administrator with a corresponding parameter of an existing rule; 

determining if, both, the new rule was added by the administrator and the existing 
rule was added by a subordinate; 
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and if not so. 

terminating comparing the new rule to the existing rule: 

and if so, 

[[b)]] comparing the at least one additional parameter of the 
new rule with a corresponding parameter of a* the existing rule in 
said data administration system; and 

[[c)]] eliminating the existing rule when if the at least one 
additional parameter of the new rule encompasses the 
corresponding parameter of the existing rule. 

1 3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 2, wherein the now rulo 
encompasses th e e xist i ng rul e wh e n at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
encompasses the corresponding parameter of the existing rule if the at least one 
additional parameter of the new rule matches the corresponding parameter of the 
existing rule. 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the new ru l o 
oncompassos tho existing ru l o thon at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
encompasses the corresponding parameter of the existing rule if the at least one 
additional parameter of the new rule defines a class of parameters that includes the 
corresponding parameter of the existing rule. 
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15. (currently amended) The method of claim 12, wherein said at least one 
additional parameter includes one of a timestamp, node name, domain name, receiver 
name, event name, or event type. 

16. (currently amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the ox i ot i ng rulo i nclud e s 
a plural i ty of paramotors and tho stop of comparing includ e s compar i ng oach of th e 
plura l ity of paramotors w i th th e corrospond i ng param e t e r of th e existing ru l e method 
further comprises logging an event indicating a database inconsistency if the new rule 
was added bv the subordinate and the existing rule was added by the administrator . 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the new rule 
encompasses the existing rule if the at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
has a wildcard character, and the at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
having the wildcard character includes the corresponding parameter of the existing rule. 
tho step of comparing includes tho stops of: 

a) determin i ng whothor tho exist i ng ru le has procodonco ovor tho now ru l o; and 

b) compar i ng tho exist i ng rul e w i th tho now ru le if th e e x i sting rulo has 
procodonco ovor tho now ru l o. 

18. (currently amended) The method of claim 4-7 12, wherein the method further 
comprises: tho stop of d e t e rm i n i ng tho procodonco includes dotormin i ng wh e ther thn 
e x i st i ng rul e prec e d e s th e n e w ru le in t i m e . 
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comparing the parameter that indicates whether the new rule was added by the 
administrator, with a corresponding parameter of an additional existing rule; 

determining if, both, the new rule was added bv the administrator and the 
additional existing rule was not added by the administrator; 
and if not so, 

terminating comparing the new rule to the additional existing rule; 
and if so, 

comparing at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
with a corresponding parameter of the additional existing rule in 
said data administration system; and 

eliminating the additional existing rule if the at least one 
additional parameter of the new rule encompasses the 
corresponding parameter of the additional existing rule. 

19. (original) The method of claim 12, wherein the step of eliminating the existing 
rule includes the step of removing the existing rule from the data administration system. 

20. (original) The method of claim 12, wherein the step of eliminating the existing 
rule includes the step of flagging said rule so that it is ignored by the data administration 
system. 
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21. (currently amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the step of eliminating the 
existing rule includes the step of moving said rule to another a table so that it said rule is 
ignored by the data administration system. 

22. (currently amended) A system An apparatus for eliminating redundant rules from 
a data administration system comprising: 

a) an entry device for entering a new rule having a timestamp parameter into 
the data administration system; and 

b) a compare unit for comparing the new rule with an existing rule and 
eliminating the existing rule if the new rule encompasses the existing rulefMI . wherein 
the compare unit is configured to perform the following operations: 

comparing the timestamp parameter of the new rule with a timestamp parameter 
of the existing rule: 

determining if the timestamp parameter of the new rule is later than the 1 
timestamp parameter of the existing rule: 
and if not so, 

terminating comparing the new rule to the existing rule: 
and if so, 

comparing at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
with a corresponding parameter of the existing rule in said data 
administration system: and 
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eliminating the existing rule if the at least one additional 
parameter of the new rule encompasses the corresponding 
parameter of the existing rule. 

23. (currently amended) The system apparatus of claim 22 further i ncluding moans 
for e l im i nating tho ex i st i ng ru le whon tho now rul e e ncompasses tho ex i sting rule 
wherein the at least one additional parameter of the new rule includes each additional 
parameter of the new rule. 

24. (currently amended) The system apparatus of claim 22, wherein the operations 
further comprise: now rulo i nc l udes at least ono paramotor and tho comparo unit 
compares tho at l oast ono paramotor of tho now ru l o with tho corresponding paramotor 
of tho existing rulo 

comparing the timestamp parameter of the new rule with a timestamp parameter 
of an additional existing rule; 

determining if the timestamp parameter of the new rule is later than the 
timestamp parameter of the additional existing rule; 
and if not so. 

terminating comparing the new rule to the additional existing 

rule; 
and if so. 



Attorney Docket No. 12780-361 
IBM Docket No. SJ091 999021 2US1 
Application No. 10/036,609 



-11 - 



comparing at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
with a corresponding parameter of the additional existing rule in 
said data administration system: and 

eliminating the additional existing rule if the new rule 
encompasses the additional existing rule . 

25. (currently amended) The system apparatus of claim 24, wherein the n o w rul e 
oncompassos tho ex i sting rulo whon the at least one additional parameter of the new 
rule encompasses the corresponding parameter of the existing rule if the at least one 
additional parameter of the new rule matches the corresponding parameter of the 
existing rule. 

26. (currently amended) The syst e m apparatus of claim 24, wherein the at l east on e 
now rulo oncompassos tho exist i ng ru le when th e at least one additional parameter of 
the new rule encompasses the corresponding parameter of the existing rule if the at 
least one additional parameter of the new rule defines a class of parameters that 
includes the corresponding parameter of the existing rule. 

27. (currently amended) The syst o m apparatus of claim 22 24, wherein tho compare 
unit d e termin e s wh e ther th e n e w rul e has pr e c e d e nc e ov e r th e e xisting rul e and 
compar e s tho exist i ng rulo with tho now ru l o i f tho now ru l o has precodonc e ovortho 
e x i st i ng ru le the operations further comprise including a unigue key with each 
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timestamp parameter so the system can distinguish between entries that occur at 
substantially the same time . 

28. (currently amended) The oystom apparatus of claim 27, wherein the 
dotorm i nation of tho procodonco ino l udoc tho dotormination of whothor tho ox i ct i ng ru l e 
pmnnHnr . ihn nnw rulo i n time additional existing rule is a next rule in a database after 
the existing rule . 

29. (currently amended) The system apparatus of claim 24, wherein said at least 
one additional parameter of the new rule includes one of a timostamp, node name, 
domain name, receiver name, event name, or event type. 

30. (currently amended) The system apparatus of claim 22 27, wherein tho now rul e 
includos a plurality of paramotors and tho comparo unit comparos each of tho plural i ty 
nf pinm o tnrr, w i th thn r . nrrnr . pnnriing parameter of tho ox i ot i no ru l e the operations 
further comprise logging an event indicating a database inconstancy if the timestamp 
parameter of the new rule is not later than the timestamp parameter of the existing rule . 

31 . (currently amended) The syst e m apparatus of claim 22 30, wherein eliminating 
the existing rule includes the removal of the existing rule from the data administration 
system. 
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32. (currently amended) The system apparatus of claim 22 30, wherein eliminating 
the existing rule includes the flagging ef the existing rule so that it is ignored by the data 
administration system. 

33. (currently amended) The method apparatus of claim 22 30, wherein the step of 
eliminating the existing rule includes the step of moving said rule to anoth e r a table so 
tbaMt said rule is ignored by the data administration system. 

34. (currently amended) A computing system for eliminating redundant rules from a 
data administration system comprising: 

a) an entry d e vic e means for entering a new rule into the data administration 
system, the new rule including at least one paramete r and wherein the at least one 
parameter includes a timestamp parameter ; 

b) a compar e un i t means for comparing the new rule with an existing rule having 
a timestamp parameter wherein the means for comparing is configured to perform the 
following operations: at l east ono parameter of tho now rulo w i th a corresponding 
paramet e r of an e x i sting rul e in th e data adm i nistration system; and 

c) moans for e l i minating tho ex i sting rulo whon th e at le ast ono param e ter of tho 
now rulo encompasses tho corr e spond i ng paramotor of tho ex i sting ru l e. 

comparing the timestamp parameter of the new rule with the timestamp 
parameter of the existing rule: 

determining if the timestamp parameter of the new rule is later than the 
timestamp parameter of the existing rule; 
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and if not so, 

terminating comparing the new rule to the existing rule; 

and if so, 

comparing at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
with a corresponding parameter of the existing rule in said data 
administration system; and 

eliminating the existing rule if the new rule encompasses the 
existing rule, wherein the new rule encompasses the existing rule if 
the at least one additional parameter of the new rule encompasses 
the corresponding parameter of the existing rule. 

35. (currently amended) The system of claim 34, wherein the at least one additional 
parameter of the new rule encompasses the corresponding parameter of the existing 
rule when the at least one additional parameter of the new rule matches the 
corresponding parameter of the existing rule. 

36. (currently amended) The system of claim 34, wherein the at least one additional 
parameter of the new rule encompasses the corresponding parameter of the existing 
rule when the at least one additional parameter of the new rule defines a class of 
parameters that includes the parameter of the existing rule. 

37. (currently amended) The system of claim 34, wherein th e compare unit 
dotormin e s wh e th e r th e n e w rul e has pr e c e d e nco ov e r tho ox i sting ru l o and comparos 
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tho at l oast one? paramotor of tho now rulo with tho corresponding paramotor of the 
oxict i ng rulo i f tho now ru l o hac prooodonco ovor tho oxiot i ng rul e 
a unique kev is included with each timestamp parameter so the mea ns for comparing 
can distinguish between entries that occur at substantially the same time . 

38. (currently amended) The system of claim 37, wherein the operations further 
comprise: tho doterm i nation of tho proo e donco i nc l udos tho d e tormination of whother 
tho ox i st i ng rulo procodoo tho now rulo in t i mo. 

comparing the timestamp parameter of the new rule with a timestamp parameter 
of an additional existing rule: 

determining if the timestamp parameter of the new rule is later than the 
timestamp parameter of the additional existing rule: 
and if not so. 

terminating comparing the new rule to the additional existing 

rule: 
and if so. 

comparing at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
with a corresponding parameter of the additional existing rule in 
said data administration system: and 

eliminating the additional existing rule if the new rule 
encompasses the additional existing rule. 
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39. (currently amended) The system of claim 34, wherein said at least one 
parameter of the new rule includes one of a timostamp, node name, domain name, 
receiver name, or event type. 

40. (currently amended) The system of claim 34, wherein the oxisting ru l e i nc l udes a 
plurality of paramotors and tho oomparo un i t comparoo ooch of tho plurality of 
parameters with thn nnrrnsponrt i ng parameter of tho ox i stina ru le operations further 
comprise logging an event indicating a database inconstancy if the timestamp 
parameter of the new rule is not later than the timestamp parameter of the existing rule . 

41 . (original) The system of claim 34, wherein eliminating the existing rule includes 
the removal of the existing rule from the data administration system. 

j 

42. (original) The system of claim 34, wherein eliminating the existing rule includes 
the flagging of said rule so that it is ignored by the data administration system. 

43. (currently amended) The m e thod system of claim 34, wherein the step of 
eliminating the existing rule includes the step of moving said rule to anoth e r a table so 
that i t said rule is ignored by the data administration system. 

44. (original) The system of claim 34, wherein the compare unit is configured to 
eliminate an existing rule from the data administration system if it is a member of a 
group for which a new rule is being added. 
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45. (currently amended) A computer based method for eliminating redundant rules 
from a data administration system, said data adm i niotration cyotom having at l oast one 
oxisting rule hav i ng a plural i ty of parameters, the method comprising: 

[[a)]] entering a new rule into the data administration system, the new rule 
includes including a plurality of parameters , wherein the p lurality of parameters include 
a timestamp parameter ; and 

[[b)]] passing the plurality of parameters of the new rule to a compare unit, 
wherein the compare unit is configured to perform the following o perations: 

comparing the timestamp parameter of the new rule wi th a timestamp parameter 
of a first existing rule having a plurality of parameters: 

determining if the timestamp parameter of the new ru le is later than the 
timestamp parameter of the first existing rule: 
and if not so. 

terminating comparing the new rule: 

and if so. 

comparing each additional parameter of the new rule with a 
corresponding parameter in the plurality of parameters of the first 
existing rule in said data administration system: 

eliminating the first existing rule if the new rule encompasses 
the first existing rule, wherein the new rule encompasses the first 
existing rule if each additional parameter of the new rule 
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encompasses the corresponding parameter of the first existing rule: 
and 

determining if the timestamp parameter of the new rule is 
later than the timestamp parameter of a second existing rule; 
and if not so. 

terminating comparing the new rule; 

and if so. 

comparing each additional parameter of the 
new rule with a corresponding parameter of the 
second existing rule in said data administration 
system; and 

eliminating the second existing rule if the new 
rule encompasses the second existing rule, wherein 
the new rule encompasses the second existing rule if 
each additional parameter of the new rule 
encompasses the corresponding parameter of the 
second existing rule. 
comparo oach of oaid p l urality of parameters of tho now ru l o with oach of tho 
corr e sponding param e t e rs of th e at loast on e e xisting rulo, and 

e lim i nating tho at least ono existing rulo from oaid data adm i n i strat i on oyotom 
when e ach of tho plurality of paramotors of tho now rule oncompassos a corresponding 
ono of tho p l urality of parameters of said at l oast ono exist i ng rulo. 
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46. (currently amended) The method of claim 45, wherein each of the parameters of 
the new rule encompasses the corresponding one of the plurality of parameters of the at 
l east ono first existing rule when each of the parameters of the new rule matches the 
corresponding one of the parameters of the at le ast on e first existing rule. 

47. (currently amended) The method of claim 45, wherein each of the parameters of 
the new rule encompasses the corresponding one of the plurality of parameters of the at 
l east ono first existing rule when each of the parameters of the new rule defines a class 
of parameters that includes the corresponding one of the plurality of fee parameter 
parameters of the at l oast ono first existing rule. 

48. (currently amended) The method of claim 45, wherein th e parameters of tho at 
least on e e x i sting rul e includ e s a t i m e stamp, th e param e t e rs of th e n e w rul e inc l ud e s a 
t i m e stamp, and the compare unit compares tho t i mootamp of tho at l e ast ono ex i sting 
rul e w i th the tim e stamp of the new ru l o to dotormino wh e ther tho existing rulo procodos 
tho new rule in time, the method further comprises logging an event indicating a 
database inconstancy if the timestamp parameter of the new rule is not later than the 
timestamp parameter of the first existing rule . 

49. (currently amended) The method of claim [[45]] 48, wherein tho data 
adm i nistration system further i ncludes a plurality of ex i st i ng ru l es, oach having a 
plurality of parameters, and tho compare unit compares tho paramotors of tho now ru l o 
w i th the corresponding paramotors of e ach of tho exist i ng rulos. the method further 
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comprises including a unique key with each timestamp parameter so the system can 
distinguish between entries that occur at substantially the same time, 

50. (currently amended) The method of claim 45, wherein the step of eliminating the 
first existing rule includes the step of removing the first existing rule from the data 
administration system. 

51 . (currently amended) The method of claim 45, wherein the step of eliminating the 
first existing rule includes the step of flagging the first existing rule so that it is ignored 
by the data administration system. 

52. (currently amended) The method of claim 45, wherein the step of eliminating the 
first existing rule includes the step of moving said first existing rule to anoth e r a table so 
tbat-it said first existing rule is ignored by the data administration system. 

53. (new) The method of claim 1 , wherein the new rule encompasses the existing 
rule if the at least one additional parameter of the new rule has a wildcard character, 
and the at least one additional parameter of the new rule having the wildcard character 
includes the corresponding parameter of the existing rule. 

54. (new) The system of claim 34, wherein the at least one additional parameter of 
the new rule encompasses the corresponding parameter of the existing rule if the at 
least one additional parameter of the new rule has a wildcard character, and the at least 
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one additional parameter of the new rule having the wildcard character includes the 
corresponding parameter of the existing rule. 

55. (new) A method of eliminating redundant rules from a data administration 
system comprising the steps of: 

receiving a new rule having a timestamp parameter; 

comparing the timestamp parameter of the new rule with a timestamp parameter 
of an existing rule; 

determining if the timestamp parameter of the new rule is later than the 
timestamp parameter of the existing rule; 
and if not so, 

terminating comparing the new rule to the existing rule; 

and if so, 

comparing at least one additional parameter of the new rule 
with a corresponding parameter of the existing rule in said data 
administration system; and 

eliminating the existing rule if the new rule encompasses the 
existing rule, wherein the new rule encompasses the existing rule if 
the at least one additional parameter of the new rule encompasses 
the corresponding parameter of the existing rule. 
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